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After arriving a bit too early
for a meeting at City Hall one af-
ternoon, advocate Wayne Ho
strolled into an unassuming
nearby restaurant for a quick
bite with his staff. Not more
than five minutes later, Manhat-
tan Council member Gale Brewer
walked in.

“Don’t we have a meeting in a
half-hour?” she remembered
asking Mr. Ho, who runs the Co-
alition for Asian American Chil-
dren and Families. Smiling, she
suggested a change of venue:
lunch at Jerry’s, where they had
just bumped into each other.
Over a turkey burger and a
cheese omelet, Mr. Ho secured
the council member’s support
for his group’s budget priorities.

“It was serendipitous and
fun—better than our bland con-
ference room,” Ms. Brewer re-
called of the May 2011 sit-down.

In the culinary desert around
City Hall, dining options are gen-

erally limited to upscale bistros
or cheap fast-food and sandwich
joints. Then there is Jerry’s, a
classic-style diner that has
emerged as the unofficial can-
teen for the city’s political
power brokers.

Most say they are drawn by
the food—zippy updates of diner
staples—and the restaurant’s
Chambers Street location, about
a two-block walk from City Hall.
But Jerry’s has another off-the-
menu appeal: a chance to mingle
with fellow city officials and
wonks, like a Michael’s for the
civil-servant class.

In the morning, Council
Speaker Christine Quinn might
be powering up with a breakfast
of oatmeal or poached eggs with
toast. For lunch, Public Advocate
Bill de Blasio prefers the Califor-
nia Angus beef burger with fresh
guacamole.

Frequent patron Scott
Stringer, the Manhattan borough
president, likes to settle into No.
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Where City Hall Adjourns for a Burger and Fries
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A wide-open race for a
Queens congressional seat—one
of this week’s most closely
watched primary contests—is
shaping into a test of the politi-
cal might of crucial constituen-
cies, including Asian-American
voters, labor unions and the
county Democratic organization.

Operations to get voters to
the polls, often a key factor in
New York City campaigns, will
likely prove especially important
in Tuesday’s Democratic primary
for the seat being vacated by
Rep. Gary Ackerman, who is re-
tiring. Turnout is expected to be
low, since this is the first year in
decades that a New York pri-
mary has been held in June in-
stead of September. Meanwhile,
the candidates in the three-way
race have few significant policy
disagreements.

Assemblyman Rory Lancman
spent Sunday knocking on doors
alongside some of the city’s larg-
est labor unions, such as
1199SEIU, which represents
health-care workers, and the la-
bor-backed Working Families
Party, which has built a formida-
ble turnout operation.

City Council member Eliza-
beth Crowley is relying on po-
lice, fire and building-trade
unions to drive up turnout in
largely white, blue-collar por-
tions of the district thought to
be most favorable to her.

Assemblywoman Grace Meng
is trying to ensure that Asian-
Americans show up in the same
numbers that they did in 2008,
when she ran for the Assembly,
and in 2009, when then-City
Council Member John Liu ran for
city comptroller.

Ms. Meng, who is the daugh-
ter of Taiwanese immigrants,
has help in that effort from the
Queens Democratic organization

and some unions, including hotel
workers and teachers.

“People haven’t voted in June
since the ’70s,” said Eric Walker,
a spokesman for Mr. Lancman.
“It’s going to be a low-turnout
election, and whoever is able to
turn their people out the best is
going to win. And we’ve got the
best turnout operation in the
race.”

Operatives for Ms. Crowley
and Ms. Meng make similar
boasts.

“Turning out your vote is al-
ways key,” said Douglas Muzzio,
a professor of public affairs at
Baruch College. “But in this case
given the weird scheduling, the
lack of information, here get-
out-the-vote takes on an en-
hanced role.”

The shape of the district
shifted earlier this year during a
once-a-decade redistricting pro-
cess, taking a slice of Mr. Acker-
man’s old district and some
parts of the seat held by former
Rep. Anthony Weiner before he
resigned amid a scandal last
year. It now has as plurality of
Asian voters, rather than whites.
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JERSEY CITY—When officials
planned to remake a rundown
warehouse district near Jersey
City’s waterfront into the latest
luxury residential neighborhood,
they promised to preserve it as a
haven for the artists who popu-
lated the area by tucking cheap
lofts into the new towers.

Instead, eight years later, the
section—dubbed the Powerhouse
Arts District—has been mired in
lawsuits and seen little new de-
velopment, illustrating the po-
tential pitfalls of trying to tailor-
make a neighborhood out of a
collection of buildings.

Negotiations are under way
with Lloyd Goldman, one of
Manhattan’s most powerful real-
estate investors, to strike a deal
that would help him move for-
ward with one of the district’s
first significant high-end proj-
ects: a roughly 500-unit tower at
110 First St.

Under the latest proposal pre-
sented to the City Council, Mr.
Goldman wouldn’t be required to
include affordable-housing units
in the new building. Some locals
and the neighborhood’s city
councilman argue the deal would
be the final blow to the strug-
gling arts district.

“We’re an artists’ district by
name only, especially if we get
rid of the affordable housing,”
said Kevin Pollack, who lives in
the area and sits on the board of
the Powerhouse Arts District
Neighborhood Association.

Mr. Goldman and city officials
say the deal would bring long-
awaited development to a lot
that has sat vacant for more
than six years. The tower would
bring hundreds of new residents,
construction jobs and tax reve-
nue, and encourage other devel-
opers to move forward with
their projects, they say.

“Originally, we were planning
to have more affordable housing,
but the economics didn’t make
sense…so we’re planning to put
up more off-site,” Mr. Goldman
said in an interview Friday.
“We’ve been trying to get this so
the economics makes sense, and
it’s getting close.”

The controversy dates back to
a 2004 rezoning of the former
industrial neighborhood, which
had been home to a Manische-
witz matzo factory and a Great
Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. ware-
house. Over the previous decade,
dozens of artists had taken over
warehouse space in the gritty
area, many of them possibly ille-
gally. The central gathering
place, 111 First St., hosted studio
tours.

When the city rezoned the
neighborhood to allow more res-
idents to move in, they also tried
to preserve it as a hub for the
artistic community. The original
zoning included an unusual re-
quirement that all residential
units be live-work units catering
to artists with high ceilings and
freight elevators, and that 10% of
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Tower
Ruffles
An Arts
District
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IN STEP: Tens of thousands march down Fifth Avenue during the annual New York City Gay Pride March on
Sunday, celebrating the first anniversary of the state’s legalization of gay marriage.

Michael Nagle/Getty Images

Under the Rainbow in New York City

Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer at Jerry’s Cafe
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A 1902 brick-and-limestone
row house on West 140th Street
in West Harlem with an unusual
pedigree is facing imminent de-
molition, despite a campaign by
neighbors and preservationists
to save it.

After months of pressure,
they thought they had suc-
ceeded. But now the building has
become caught between conflict-
ing mandates of the city Depart-
ment of Buildings and the state
attorney general’s office.

The 18-foot-wide house was a
centerpiece of a charity founded
in the 1940s by a prominent Har-
lem figure, the Rev. Adam Clay-
ton Powell Sr., then the retired
pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist
Church and father of Adam Clay-
ton Powell Jr., who later became
New York’s first black congress-
man.

The fund’s mission was to
save wayward youth by offering

them training and counseling
and to get them into college at a
time when there were few other
groups willing to help. For many
years, the charity thrived.

But eventually, the three-
story building became a lost
piece of Harlem history. Today, a
carved limestone head originally
over the front entry is gone, like

a missing tooth. The facade is
covered with scaffolding and
closed with a padlock.

At the end of March, the
Buildings Department ordered
the building’s demolition after it
found that damage from fire and
water had collapsed the roof

into the floors below, placing the
building at risk of collapse. The
demolition order was halted for
two 30-day periods, after Bill
Belmonte, a computer program-
mer who lives a few doors down,
spent $4,000 to hire an engineer
and architect to draw up plans
to save the building.

Neighbors began to piece to-
gether the building’s history and
search for a few surviving board
members. But even before a
price for the new building was
fixed, the deal began to unravel.

The attorney general’s office,
which oversees charities in the
state, wanted the former board
members to carry out a formal
appraisal and hire real-estate
brokers to sell the property to
the highest bidder. The city
wants to see immediate action.
It declined to issue another 30-
day extension of its demolition
order after the proposal to
quickly sell the property to Mr.
Belmonte was blocked.

“The demolition order is ac-
tive,” said Buildings Department
spokeswoman Ryan FitzGibbon.
“We tried to work with the
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission and the community
which would like to save it, but

there is not a feasible plan.”
Dani Lever, a spokeswoman

for Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman, said his depart-
ment’s staff was “working col-
laboratively” with the charity
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Time Runs Out for Historic Harlem Row House

The boarded up house at 467 W. 140th St. faces demolition.
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Music Awards That Matter
Young Classical Stars Earning the Notice They Deserve CULTURE CITY A19

‘The answer is as plain
as the nose on your
face: We just didn’t
have any money.’
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